Thinking about Natural Products Chemistry on La Jolla Beaches.
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‘What is the future of natural products chemistry? This is likely a common question for scientists investigating natural
products. Natural products occupy a chemical space that is wider than synthetic molecules. They sometimes exhibit highly
specific and potent biological activities. In fact, 40% of drugs have been generated based on the structure of natural products.
However, only a limited portion of them have been utilized as drugs or research tools, while the rate of discovering novel
compounds is decreasing. From 2015 to 2016, I was working in the laboratory of Professor William Fenical, at the Scripps
Institution of Oceanography. Here I would like to describe something about natural products; what I felt on La Jolla beaches

and what I think now in Tokyo.
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